Traditional Continued Education Providers

For

Alabama Respiratory Therapists License

A respiratory therapist shall be individually accountable for continued competence to practice respiratory therapy and shall maintain documentation to support all continuing education necessary for licensure, renewal, or reentry into the field.  Each respiratory therapist licensed by the Board shall complete twenty-four (24) contact hours of continuing education over the two-year period.

Units of measure for continuing education shall be:

(a) 1 contact hour = 50 minutes

(b) 0.5 contact hour = 25 minutes

(c) 15 contact hours = 1 academic semester credit hour

(d) 10 contact hours = 1 academic quarter credit hour

In addition to education offerings by the American Association for Respiratory Therapy and the Alabama Society for Respiratory Care, traditional education offered by the following providers and their affiliates are accepted for the Alabama Respiratory Therapist license continuing education requirements provided the subject matter is listed in the ASBRT Rules and Regulations, CHAPTER 798-X-8 – Continuing Education for Licensure as appropriate and provided these organization and their affiliates maintain records documenting educational programs and rosters of licensed respiratory therapists who attended their programs.  Such documentation shall be retained for three (3) years and made available to the Board upon request.

(a) American Medical Association under Physician Category I

(b) American Thoracic Society

(c) American Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation

(d) American Heart Association

(e) American Lung Association

(f) American Hospital Association

(g) American Nurses Association

(h) American College of Chest Physicians

(i) American Society of Anesthesiologists

(j) American Academy of Pediatrics

(k) American College of Emergency Physicians

(l) American College of  Emergency Physicians

(m) American College of Physicians

(n) ASBRT Approved Providers

(o) Alabama Hospitals

Appropriate subject matter for respiratory therapy continuing education shall include:

(i) Respiratory therapy science and practice;

(ii) Respiratory therapy education;

(iii) Research in respiratory therapy and healthcare;

(iv) Management, administration, and supervision in health care delivery;

(v) Social, economic, political, and/or legal aspects of health care;

(vi) Healthcare and consumer education;

(vii) Courses which a respiratory therapist documents as improving job competence that are not specified on the above listed and are determined to be appropriate by the Board;

Traditional Continued Education Providers

For

Alabama Respiratory Therapists License

The following additional methods may be utilized for obtaining continuing education hours:

(a) By taking and passing (with a grade of C or better) a college or university course which comprises part of the professional requirements for a formal respiratory therapy education program beyond those that were completed for the issuance of the original license, or any course that shall enhance a respiratory therapist’s professional growth and development.

(b) By taking and passing training courses (either initial, renewal, or instructor courses) on advanced cardiac life support (ACLS), pediatric advanced life support (PALS), or neonatal resuscitation programs (NRP).  No more than 12 contact hours of continuing education units of advanced life support training may be applied for renewal of license.

(c) Successful completion of a recredentialing examination administered by the NBRC for either CRT or RRT (based on the highest credential held by the licensed respiratory therapist) shall be awarded five (5) contact hours.

(d) Successful completion of an advanced specialty examination administered by the NBRC shall be awarded five (5) contact hours for each examination.

(e) Preparation and presentation of a lecture approved for continuing education hours under these rules shall be eligible for four (4) contact hours for each contact hour of presentation for the first presentation.  Subsequent presentations of the same lecture will not be awarded additional contact hours.

(f) By completing a self study course, such a course offered on the internet, which has been approved by the AARC or the Board for a specific number of continuing education hours.  No more than 12 contact hours of continuing education units of self study may be applied for renewal of license.

Continuing education credit will not be allowed for the following:
(a) Regular work activities, administrative staff meetings, case staffing, reporting, or similar activities.

(b) Membership in, holding office in, or participating on Boards or committees, business meetings of professional organizations, or banquet speeches.

(c) Independent unstructured or self-structured learning such as home study programs, except as authorized pursuant to CHAPTER 798-X-8-.02 (4) (c).
(d) Training specifically related to policies and procedures of an agency, such as universal precautions, infection control, employee orientation, or employee relations.
(e) Basic CPR courses.

Approved AARC Self Study Continuing Education Providers

For

Alabama Respiratory Therapist License

A respiratory therapist shall be individually accountable for continued competence to practice respiratory therapy and shall maintain documentation to support all continuing education necessary for licensure, renewal, or reentry into the field.
Listed below are continuing education providers that offer some approved self study continuing education programs.  These include internet on-line courses, web casts, home study courses, cd rom, etc.  No more than 12 contact hours of continuing education of self study may be applied.  Individual requests to verify approval for a specific course or activity may be submitted in writing to the ASBRT.

AARC 972-243-2272
RC Educational Consulting Service 800-441-5864

Nellcor/Education 925-463-4153

Texas Tech Univ. (HealthNet) 806-743-9200 ext. 276

Medical Education Systems 877-295-4719

Smith Seminars 866-857-2211

Aspirant Education, Inc. 413-736-9100

Passy-Muir, Inc. 949-833-8255

Good Air Associates, Inc. 210-499-1122

Saxe Healthcare Communications 802-872-7559

National Medical Education 760-480-7456

Inova Health System 703-776-6029

Kimberly Clark Corp. 770-587-8253

Peds-R-Us Medical Education 219-864-4681

Medway at SSB, Inc. 703-277-1070

Intensive Care On-line Network 410-694-9450

Kettering National Seminars 937-433-5631

Trinity Healthforce Learning 972-309-5353

MEBN 330-425-2895

Programs offered by the above providers that are approved for AARC continued education are also accepted by the Alabama State Board of Respiratory Therapy (ASBRT).  For a list of approved courses by the above providers contact the provider directly or the AARC website.

Instructions for the AARC website:


Log on to www.aarc.org

Choose “CRCE Lookup” from the top of the page


Enter your member number


Select “view courses”


Go down to non-traditional and click “select”


To look for a particular course or provider – press “Control” and “F” together


Enter the name and select “find next”

Non AARC Members should contact the provider directly or have an AARC member lookup the information for you.  Non AARC members can receive credit for self study course completion by completing the course as a hospital sponsored continuing education offering and submitting the certification of completion from the provider.
